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Heritage University student Victoria Barajas
snaps a photo of Jerrilyn Stevens (center) with
Washington Supreme Court Justice G. Helen
Whitener ’98 (left) and her wife Lynn Rainey ’07
(right). Justice Whitener visited the Central
Washington campus to speak with prospective law
students as part of a pipeline program with the
Law School Admission Council to encourage Latinx
and Indigenous students to consider legal careers.
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DEAN'S
PERSPECTIVE
What an honor it is for me to address you, this
law school’s extraordinary alumni community, for
the first time in Lawyer magazine. I write to you on
the heels of the law school’s official launch of our
50th anniversary celebrations, and let me say … the
excitement is palpable. This coming year will be a
memorable one indeed.
You will learn more about me and my plans for
leadership of our law school in the pages that follow,
but first, please know that I am truly delighted to be
here and to succeed Dean Emerita Annette E. Clark
’89, whose visionary and able leadership left the law
school in an excellent position to reach new heights
of achievement in the years to come.
Before I moved into my office on the second floor
of Sullivan Hall, I wanted to hit the ground running,
so I launched a “listening and learning tour” that
included conversations with stakeholders throughout the law school community, including our alumni.
I was and remain deeply moved by how sincerely
you care about this school and its mission, and I
thank you very much for the warm and encouraging
welcome.
My hope is to meet every member of the Seattle
U Law community, listen to and incorporate your
thoughts and views, and finalize our community’s
collective vision for the future of our law school. If
we have not yet met, please do be in touch. (My email
address is avarona@seattleu.edu.)
Like many of you, I am Jesuit-educated and
committed to the Jesuit pedagogical tradition of cura
personalis – the education of the whole student in
service to the world. I believe wholeheartedly in the
Ignatian pedagogical commitment to educate leaders
who serve their communities, solve vexing human
problems, and invent new ways for our society to
thrive. By leaning into our values, we will become
a preeminent Jesuit Catholic law school pursuing
our boldly and unapologetically progressive mission
rooted in excellence, innovation, and social justice.
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My husband, John, and I long ago fell in love with
Seattle, and we are thrilled – finally – to call it home.
This region is not only glorious in its abundance of
natural beauty, but it is also a leading world capital of business, law, technology, and innovation. I
am excited to grow our international and graduate
programs strategically and in ways that best serve
our students, our communities, and our mission. We
will put Seattle U Law on the map as a powerhouse
in global legal education. Seattle is the global city of
the future, and we are Seattle’s law school. The future
of law is here.
One thing you’ll quickly learn about me is that I
love to celebrate our community’s accomplishments,
whether I am taking lunch to our recent graduates
in Yakima as they take the bar exam or cheering for
an honored alum at the Lavender Law conference
in Los Angeles. As your dean, I want to celebrate
you, too. Our alumni are making their mark on
the world and I am so excited to hear about it. (In
fact, please share your accomplishments with us at
LawAlumniGoodNews@seattleu.edu.)
I hope that you read the very good news that
Seattle U Law has produced the largest number of
Thomson Reuters Super Lawyers – who are rated as
the preeminent attorneys in their respective areas of
practice – among all law schools, not only in Washington but across the entire Pacific Northwest. After
having met so many of you and been so impressed
with your accomplishments and talents, I was
thrilled by this news but not one bit surprised. It is
no accident that you are #1, and that Seattle U Law
graduates are leaders in law.
On that note, I know how fortunate you were to
be educated by this law school’s impressive faculty
– a truly exceptional group of teachers and public
intellectuals. I look forward to showcasing their
scholarship and accomplishments in the months
ahead.
Beyond my faith in the great promise of Seattle U
Law, I also remain steadfast in my belief in the value
of the law as an institution. As legal educators, we
shape the leaders of tomorrow: the problem solvers,
the innovators, the justice seekers, the dealmakers,
the peacemakers. It is sacred work, and it is an enormous privilege to do it.
At a time when the nation is polarized, and our
democracy is in peril, our law school’s legacy and
mission call on us to serve as a center for courageous
civil engagement with some of the most vexing problems we face as a society. We stand as a beacon for
truth, justice, and dignity for all.
What better time to recommit ourselves to those
goals than our 50th anniversary. To the future!

Warmly,

Anthony E. Varona, JD, LLM
Dean and Professor of Law
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Class acts with the facts

A new era begins

Five retiring faculty brought
passion and dedication to the
job of teaching, as well as sharp
insight to their roles as legal
scholars and researchers.

Law librarian alumni provide
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of research, information
assessment, and education.
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new dean Anthony “Tony”
Varona, a Jesuit-educated
leader with an ambitious
vision for the school’s future.
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F E ATU RE

RETIRING FACULTY
BROUGHT COMPASSION,
SONG TO THE CLASSROOM
The law school bid farewell to five
retiring faculty members in 2022, each of
whom brought tremendous passion and
dedication to the job of teaching, as well as
sharp insight to their roles as legal scholars and researchers.
At the 2022 Commencement Ceremony
in May, they all received emeritus honors
from Seattle University. Cumulatively,
they represent 156 years of service to the
law school and the university.
Though Professor Janet Ainsworth’s
influential scholarship on law and linguistics took her to conferences all over the
world, she said it’s the students here at
home that made it especially difficult to
retire.
“When you look at the experiences our
students bring to the classroom, it’s an
incredibly rich environment to teach in,”
she said. “They’re also much more openminded and tolerant of each other.”
6
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The Harvard Law School graduate
joined the faculty in 1988 and taught
primarily torts, contracts, and criminal
procedure. In 1995, she became only the
second female professor at the law school
to receive tenure.
As a first-generation college and law
student, Ainsworth has been especially
attentive to the needs of non-traditional
students over the years. That is due in large
part to the encouragement she received as
an anxious first-year student at Brandeis
University from a new professor, who
shared her anxiety.
“She made all of the time in the world for
her students,” said Jason Amala ’05, now
partner attorney at Pfau Cochran Vertetis
Amala in Seattle. “If she knew you were
having a bad day, she would share a story of
her worst day. If all else failed, she would
just make you laugh, often with a self-deprecating story.”

Associate Professor Lisa Brodoff, longtime director of the law school’s Ronald
A. Peterson Law Clinic, also earned a
reputation as a caring and supportive
mentor to her students. She was also
widely respected in the legal community
for her fierce advocacy for laws and policies to protect the state’s most vulnerable
populations.
Prior to joining the faculty, Brodoff
served as a chief administrative law judge
for the Office of Administrative Hearings. That experience informed her work
as a professor and allowed her to guide
students in pursuing a range of challenges
to laws and policies in Washington state,
such as rights for same-sex couples and
representation for disabled appellants in
administrative hearings.
“I have had the rare and unparalleled
opportunity to speak out and advocate for
policy changes and innovations through
scholarship, media, and legislative advocacy that attorneys in civil legal aid and
judges are restricted in doing,” Brodoff
said.
Brodoff famously incorporated music
into her classes, a talent that came from
being a longtime member of the Righteous
Mothers, a band of women who write and

Left to right: Professors
Janet Ainsworth. Lisa
Brodoff, Sidney DeLong,
Kerry Fitz-Gerald,
and David Skover.

perform songs that incorporate social
commentary on the law, women’s empowerment, and other topics.
In his 37 years, Professor Sidney
DeLong preferred dry humor over song.
His cunning wit and engaging teaching
methods helped countless law students
learn to think like lawyers in classes
like contracts and jurisprudence. In one
popular thought experiment, he asked his
students to imagine a world without any
laws, where concepts of fairness had to
evolve organically.
“It was really powerful,” said Laura
Anglin ’99, adjunct professor and law
clerk at the Washington Supreme Court.
“The questions got more difficult and the
answers the groups of students came up
with were more and more different. How
does a society apply the same rules and/or
standards to everyone?”
DeLong turned to teaching in 1985 after
more than a decade of practicing complex
civil litigation with a firm in Denver, Colorado. As an attorney, he found that he
especially enjoyed helping new associates
learn the ropes, which inspired the career
change.
As a scholar, he’s written on issues such
as contract law, economics, blackmail, and

restitution in various prestigious publications. He’s also dabbled in legal humor
in a handful of articles, notably riffing on
Wallace Stevens’s “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird” recently with a poem
called “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a
Contract.”
Kerry Fitz-Gerald, associate director for
digital acquisitions in the law library, was
a frequent and popular guest instructor for
externship classes and taught advanced
legal research. As an adept researcher and
administrator, she helped students, faculty,
and alumni find the library resources they
needed for their legal scholarship.
In particular, she provided valuable
assistance to the Fred T. Korematsu Center
for Law and Equality as part of Seattle
University’s efforts to bestow honorary
degrees on Japanese American students
who were forced to abandon their studies
during World War II internment.
Considering Professor David Skover’s
many accomplishments as a legal scholar,
it almost strains credulity that law was
his backup career plan. His first love
was musical theater. But he followed his
father’s prudent advice to pursue his
performance dreams only with an alternate plan in place. Law was that plan.

After graduating from Yale Law School
and completing a federal clerkship, Skover
gave himself one last chance to make it
as a singer. He moved to San Francisco
for a part-time position in the trademark
department of Levi Strauss & Co., which
enabled him to train at the San Francisco
Academy of Music and perform regionally. Law eventually won out. “At long last,
my mind was resolved and my spirit was
reconciled to treat music as an extracurricular activity,” he said.
Not long after Skover joined the law
school faculty, one of his students was King
County Superior Court Judge Judith H.
Ramseyer ’87. She recalled how his talent
as a performer enabled him to fill the room
with his compelling stage presence.
“He demanded analytical rigor, and to
take my work very seriously,” she said. “I
am in a position now where I can affect
people’s lives, and I’m not going to phone
that in. It’s a principle that Professor
Skover reinforced.”
With expertise in constitutional law,
federal courts, mass communications,
and the First Amendment, Skover taught
and mentored generations of Seattle U
Law students. He also authored or co-authored 10 books and more than 40 articles, published in the nation’s top law
journals, working primarily with his
longtime professional partner, Ronald
Collins, a former University of Washington
law professor.
A notable career triumph came in 2003,
when Skover and Collins successfully petitioned New York Gov. George Pataki to
posthumously pardon the late comedian
Lenny Bruce for his conviction on obscenity charges for using foul language in his
act.
Read more about each retiring faculty
member at law.seattleu.edu.
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THE BRIEFCASE

Professors
Richard Delgado and
Jean Stefancic

ACCLAIMED LEGAL SCHOLARS AND
PROFESSORS RETURN TO SEATTLE
Acclaimed law professors Richard
Delgado and Jean Stefancic, who previously served on the faculty, returned to
Seattle University School of Law this year.
As leading authors and theorists on race
and social change in the United States,
they have published numerous books and
articles over their distinguished careers
that have explored groundbreaking legal
frameworks, including critical race theory.
Delgado and Stefancic, who taught at
Seattle U from 2008 to 2013, are married
and known for collaborating closely to
both teach and write. They are scholarly
powerhouses, with more than 200 law
review articles and 30 books between them,
on topics including race, social change, the
legal profession, and law reform. Delgado
is among the top 10 most cited scholars on
Google Scholar in law and the top scholar
of color, according to a ranking compiled
by Brian Leiter, a University of Chicago
Law School professor.
Together, they published the landmark
book “Critical Race Theory: An Introduction,” which is the top seller in the jurisprudence category on Amazon (a fourth
edition is forthcoming). In addition to
8
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continuing to research and write at Seat- on social justice and activism,” they said.
tle U Law, they will jointly teach several “We get a big charge out of teaching Seattle
courses, including Lawyering for Social
U Law’s students, who are preparing to go
Change this fall and Latinos and the Law
out and change the world.”
in the spring.
Credited as a founder of critical race
“At a time when race is at the center
theory, Delgado has been recognized as
of the national conversation, and when
the eighth most-cited legal scholar in U.S.
dozens of governors and legislatures
history, and during a four-year period,
around the country are seeking to use state
he had the greatest number of published
power to suppress the free discussion of
articles in top law reviews of any scholar
racial justice in academic settings, Seattle
in the country. His books have won eight
University could not be more delighted to
national book prizes, including a Pulitzer
welcome home Richard and Jean — two
Prize nomination.
pioneers in scholarship on race and the
Stefancic focuses on law reform and
law,” said Eduardo M. Peñalver, Seattle
social change. Her legal scholarship
University president and professor of law.
includes more than 50 articles and 15
Dean Anthony E. Varona said the
professors “will bring a valuable perspec- books, including, “No Mercy: How Consertive to the law school and the university, vative Think Tanks and Foundations
Changed America’s Social Agenda,” which
providing our students with access to two
she wrote with Delgado. From 2018 to 2021,
outstanding legal minds who are experts
she was in the top 10 percent of authors
on important issues facing the law and our
by all-time downloads on Social Science
nation.”
Research Network and has been among
In a joint statement, Delgado and
the top-cited scholars in critical theories
Stefancic expressed deep admiration for
the law school. “Our work harmonizes well
of law. Prior to returning to Seattle, they
with the mission and values of the school
both taught at University of Alabama
and Seattle University, which are focused
School of Law.

L AW S C H OO L NE WS

ROBERT CHANG
RECEIVES
MCGOLDRICK
FELLOWSHIP
Robert Chang, professor of law and
executive director of the Fred T. Korematsu Center, received Seattle University’s
most prestigious faculty honor as the 202223 McGoldrick Fellow.
An accomplished civil rights attorney,
teacher, and scholar, Chang has engaged
in several efforts to combat racial discrimination and bias. He helped challenge an
Arizona statute banning a high school
Mexican American Studies Program and
served as primary organizer of a task
force on race and Washington’s criminal
justice system, whose influential report

Professor Robert Chang

was presented to the Washington Supreme
Court last fall.
He was the driving force behind the
creation and the mission of Seattle University’s Korematsu Center for Law and
Equality. Under his leadership, the center
has become a national model for bringing
research, advocacy, and education together
to fight racial inequities in the legal system.
Perhaps most importantly, through
his classroom teaching and the work of
the center, Chang has trained countless
new lawyers in civil rights advocacy and
litigation, instilling in them the value of

pro bono work and a commitment to social
justice.
He co-edited “Minority Relations: Intergroup Conflict and Cooperation,” authored
“Disoriented: Asian Americans, Law, and the
Nation-State,” and has written numerous
articles, book chapters, essays and op-eds.
Named for Father McGoldrick, who died
in 1983 after devoting 50 years of distinguished teaching and dedicated service to
Seattle University, the fellowship is given
to faculty who exemplify Fr. McGoldrick’s
commitment to students and the values of
the Jesuit educational tradition.

Freitas Peres

Su

BAR STUDIES AND ATJI RECEIVE GRANT
TO STUDY BAR EXAM INTERVENTIONS
Isabel Freitas Peres, director of Bar
Studies, and Lily Su, associate director
of the Access to Justice Institute, were
awarded an 18-month grant to study the
effectiveness of bar exam interventions as
part of the Professionals in Legal Education Developing Greater Equity (PLEDGE)
Fellowship.
Seattle University School of Law is one
of only three law schools in the country
selected for this new program, aimed at
building diversity and equity in the legal
profession.

Each fellowship team will undertake
an intervention-based research project, funded by a $25,000 grant. Together,
Freitas Peres and Su will look at approaches
aimed at improving performance on multiple-choice problems among students who
enter law school with low LSAT scores.
Other teams’ research topics include
admission and academic performance.
“We believe this grant will be important
to identify creative and innovative ways
to help our students succeed on the bar
exam,” Freitas Peres said. “Standardized

tests, like the bar exam, are challenging
by design and we want to remove any
obstacles beyond the actual exam that our
students may encounter, especially our
diverse students.”
PLEDGE is a professional development
program that launched this year as a partnership between AccessLex Institute and
the Southern Education Foundation.
Fall 2022 LAWYER MAGAZINE
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE CLASS OF 2022
The law school celebrated the 2022
graduates with a joyful return to McCaw
Hall for an in-person Spring Commencement on May 14. In her final commencement address as the law school’s leader,
outgoing Dean Annette E. Clark ‘89 said:
“My wish for you is that your experience
and your work will provide you with the
profound meaning, purpose, and gratification I have experienced in leading this
10
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amazing law school, my beloved alma
mater.”

C. Tiffany Nomakchteinsky ’22 and Justin
Lo ’22 pause for a photo.

A. Washington Supreme Court Justice Mary
Yu (left) and Professor Emerita Lisa
Brodoff are all smiles.

D. Student speakers Kelsey Jandoc ’22 and
Onnaedo Nwankwo ’22.

B. Graduate David Armstead ’22 takes
in the moment after being hooded by
Professors Dean Spade and Michael
Russo.

E. Lauren Fricke ’22 is hooded by her
parents, Wayne Fricke ’86 (left) and the
Hon. Theresa Fricke ’86 (right).

L AW S C H OO L NE WS

STUDENTS EARN
PRESTIGIOUS FELLOWSHIPS
Recipients spent their summers working in vital legal areas
such as tribal sovereignty and workers’ rights.
Jessica Pouley was one of only 11
students nationally selected for the prestigious Native American Congressional
Internship, a program run by the Morris
K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation
and the Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Management, and Policy.
The students complete an intensive
nine-week internship in Washington, D.C.
and have access to various training and
enrichment opportunities. Pouley, a rising
3L and direct descendant of the Colville
Tribe, interned at the Department of the
Interior in the Indian Affairs division of
the Office of the Solicitor.
“It’s been both difficult and inspiring
to work on current issues facing Indian
Country at a time when legal decisions
are challeng ing tribal sovereig nt y,”
Pouley said. “I’ve grown so much from
this program and will take many lessons
forward in my continued work for tribal
communities.” While there, she had the
opportunity to meet Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland.
Stephanie Lowr y and Madeleine
Powers, both rising third-year students,
were selected for the Justice John Paul
Stevens Public Interest Fellowship
Program, which expanded to include Seattle U Law and seven other new law schools
this year.
The fellowship program, created in
1997 in honor of the late United States

Pouley and Haaland

Supreme Court Associate Justice John
Paul Stevens, invests in the next generation of public interest lawyers by providing grants to participating law schools to
support their students working in unpaid
public interest summer internships at
nonprofits and government agencies.
Seattle University President Eduardo
Peñalver and School of Law Associate
Dean Andrew Siegel both clerked for
Justice Stevens in 2000-01. Both also
serve as professors in the law school.
“It has been an honor to further the
legacy of Justice Stevens,” said Lowry,
who worked at the Office of the Federal
Public Defender for the Eastern District
of Virginia, in Richmond, Virginia, serving indigent clients charged with federal
offenses.
Powers, who worked with attorneys
at the Habeas Corpus Resource Center
in San Francisco to investigate and challenge convictions of individuals on death
row in California, said she was inspired
by Justice Stevens’s evolving thoughts on
the death penalty during his 35 years of
service as a U.S. Supreme Court justice.
Rising 2L Nora Hendricks was one of
only eight people selected for the Equal
Justice Works (EJW) Disaster Resilience
Program student fellowship. The students
work alongside other EJW fellows as they
help communities prepare for, respond to,
and recover from disasters.

Lowry

Powers

Hendricks, a rising 2L , focused
primarily on eviction defense cases in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, helping those
who are experiencing issues with housing
security due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“When a tornado swept through Nashville in March 2020 while I was living
and working there, I saw firsthand how
disasters do not affect everyone equally
and how lower income communities were
often overlooked during the city’s recovery and rebuilding process,” Hendricks
said.
Raechel Fraser, a rising 3L, spent her
summer assisting low-wage workers as a
Peggy Browning Fund Fellow at the Fair
Work Center in Seattle.
She listened carefully to clients’ stories
of wage theft and mistreatment as part
of the intake process, helped with legal
research, and worked on memos addressing Washington’s Minimum Wage Act
Overtime Pay exemptions of agricultural
and domestic workers, as well as how the
center could bring claims on behalf of
members by establishing legal standing
as an organization.
“Overall, this experience has been
enriching and I’m excited to further my
legal field experience over the next year
by hopefully continuing to help historically underrepresented communities,”
she said.

Hendricks

Fraser
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CLASS ACTS
WITH THE FACTS
Alumni find fulfilling careers in law
librarianship
BY C LAUDI NE B ENMAR

Kathleen Brown ’05 came to law school
with the goal of becoming an entertainment
lawyer. She had a theater degree, an interest in intellectual property, and a creative
spirit.
In her first year, she nearly dropped out.
“The toughest thing I was graded on
before law school was yoga, and now I had
to write all these papers! I mean, I was
a very nontraditional student. It was so
difficult,” she said. “And then I found the
library.”
12
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For many Seattle University School
of Law alumni, including Brown, the law
library was so much more than a quiet
place to study; it was where they found a
calling.
Brown now serves as associate dean
for information resources at Charleston
School of Law in South Carolina. Other
Seattle U Law alumni have led law libraries
throughout the country, from the University of Hawaii to Cardozo School of Law in
New York.

Law librarianship requires the analytical
and research abilities that a lawyer develops in law school, but adds a few other skills
not found in a typical law practice – expertise in technology, especially databases, for
example. A librarian has a creative outlet in
designing educational displays or crafting
the perfect search query. There’s also the
satisfaction of teaching and contributing to
legal scholarship.
Law libraries exist not only at law
schools, but also county, state, and federal
courthouses, and private law firms. Sometimes even a large corporation like Google
will have its own law library.
Jessica de Perio Wittman ’06, law library
director and associate professor of law at
University of Connecticut School of Law,
said libraries are an important link in any
effort to expand access to justice. Her work
as a librarian keeps her connected to the
social justice values that brought her to
law school.
“Libraries have become synonymous
with knowledge and information. Librarian services can give local communities
the tools to interact with those in positions of power, whether it be a landlord or

Displays and special exhibits, like Seattle
U Law’s Alaska display, allow librarians
to flex their creative muscles.

an employer,” she said. “At the law school
campus, the law library can serve as a
community hub that connects people to
information, ideas, and resources.”
Brown agreed, adding that she’s especially drawn to volunteer opportunities
where she can educate the public about
their legal rights. “As a librarian, I can’t
give you legal advice, but I can tell you
about some of the resources we have so you
can educate yourself,” she said. “I like that
aspect of still feeling connected to my original mission for going to law school.”
Brown and de Perio Wittman, who
worked together in Seattle U’s law library
as students, continue to collaborate on
scholarly projects, including a recent article in the Georgetown Journal of Legal
Ethics on the obligation of law schools to
teach technology competency.
Even in the days before the Internet,
the library was the law school’s technology
hub. As a part-time aide in the library as a
student, Julie Lim ’84 was fascinated by the
tools available for managing and developing collections. LexisNexis was the digital
powerhouse of the time; Westlaw was up
and coming.
“The library team at the law school
showed me the potential use of technology in disseminating information and in
researching,” she said. She went on to
pursue a master’s degree in law librarianship at the University of Washington, eventually directing the law library at the City
University of New York.
The Internet hasn’t reduced the need
for library services; in fact, it’s had the
opposite effect in certain ways, said Kristin
A. Cheney ’84, faculty emerita who served
as associate dean for library and educational technology at Seattle U Law.
“With the ever-increasing amount of
information available on the Internet, the
skill to evaluate the quality, accuracy, and
validity of your sources is essential whether
you are a student, faculty member, lawyer,
or layperson,” she said. “As information
specialists, librarians play not only an
integral role in gathering, refining, and

Kathleen Brown ’05

Kristin A. Cheney ’84

analyzing legal information, but also in
cultivating those indispensable skills in
others.”
As a law student, Sally Wise ’76 immediately recognized the importance of thorough research and reliable information, so
much so that she began her master’s degree
in law librarianship even before finishing
law school. She went on to serve as a librarian for her alma mater (then University of
Puget Sound), followed by similar positions
at Southern Methodist University, University of Nebraska, and University of Miami,
where she retired in 2018.
“These were skills that we were all going
to use forever as lawyers, so I felt that it was
critically important to build a good foundation as a librarian,” she said.
Wise joined the law school’s staff in its
earliest days – the first-ever law school
graduate to be hired at University of Puget
Sound, in 1977 – and was tasked with

Jessica de Perio Wittman ’06

organizing the library’s entire collection
for the 1980 move from Benaroya Business
Park to the Norton Clapp Law Center in
downtown Tacoma.
Being a librarian, Brown said, is like
being someone who loves puzzles and
figuring out how the pieces fit together.
With her theater background, she said it’s
also like being a dramaturge, the person
who does historical research to make sure
that a play or musical accurately reflects
the time and place in which it is set.
Ultimately, the alumni agreed, the best
part of being a librarian is working with
students, fostering in them the research
skills that serve them throughout their legal
careers. “When working with students, the
librarian doesn’t give them the answers,
but rather the goal is to help them create
a pathway to finding the answer,” Cheney
said. “That was an extremely gratifying
responsibility.”
Fall 2022 LAWYER MAGAZINE
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OUT &
ABOUT
Highlights from
recent events

A. Dean Emerita Annette Clark ‘89 enjoyed a
standing ovation and several bouquets of flowers
at a poignant send-off reception in June. As Clark
stepped down from her leadership role, the law
school community gathered to thank her for nearly
10 years of steady leadership in crisis, her warmth as
a friend and colleague, her commitment to diversity
and inclusion, and her determination to keep the law
school thriving.
B. Calhoun Family Fellows from 2020, 2021, and
2022 traveled to Montgomery, Alabama, this summer
to visit Equal Justice Initiative headquarters, the
moving Legacy Museum and National Memorial
for Peace and Justice, as well as the Southern
Poverty Law Center (shown here). The trip provided
important context and motivation for these students
and new lawyers as they dedicate their studies
and their careers to the work of racial justice. The
summer Calhoun Family Fellowship program was
established in 2018 by Jerry Calhoun, a 1967 graduate
of Seattle University, and was inspired by his
association with EJI and admiration for noted civil
rights attorney Bryan Stevenson.
C. The law library hosted a thought-provoking and
visually stunning art installation that was created
in collaboration between law students at Seattle
U Law and University of Washington School of
Law. Professor Thomas Antkowiak’s International
Human Rights Clinic students worked with Global
Rights Advocacy and La Resistencia to gather the
testimonies of former and current detainees at
the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma. The
immigrants’ compelling words are accompanied by
their portraits, rendered by a Latina artist. In May,
some of the people featured in the exhibit visited the
display. Left to right: Maru Mora Villalpando, director
of La Resistencia; Alejandra Gonza, director of Global
Rights Advocacy; ShaCorrie Tunkara, featured in the
display; Liliana Chumpitasi Vasquez, also featured;
and Antkowiak.
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D. Tarra Simmons ’17 (right) received the 2022 Woman
of the Year Award from the Womxn’s Law Caucus
in March, offering gratitude to the many people who
supported her in her journey to become a lawyer and
advocate for people like herself who have been formerly
incarcerated. Professor Emeritus John Strait (left)
successfully represented her when she appealed to the
Washington Supreme Court for permission to take the
bar exam.
E. Rayshaun Williams ’22 received the Jeff Robinson
Equity and Racial Justice Award at an event held by
the Black Law Student Association in May to celebrate
graduating members and honor friends and alumni.
Award recipients also included Visiting Assistant
Professor Kathryn Naegeli Boling ’07, who was given the
BLSA Amicus Award, and Majidah Cochran ’21, given the
BLSA Alumni Award.
F. KING5 News did a special segment on our Workers’
Rights Clinic in April, featuring students and Professor
Liz Ford, shown here in an interview with reporter Erica
Zucco. The students described what motivates their
advocacy on behalf of workers who have faced wage theft
or retaliation on the job.

E

H

G. Manny Andrade ’22 joined Mariachi Mi Tierra for
a song at a community event hosted by the Latinx Law
Student Association (LLSA) in April. LLSA Alumni Award
honorees included Judge Bernard Veljacic ’98, given
La Justicia Award; Javiera Wood ’20, given the Spirit of
Service Award; and Professor Gillian Dutton, given the
Latinx Amicus Award. (Photo by Mel Ponder)
H. Students, faculty, and alumni rallied quickly to help
refugees from Ukraine get started on asylum applications
this spring at Everett Community College. Here,
students Dorsa Bazeghi (left) and Gabe Neuman (right,
with computer) helped refugees track down necessary
documents for their applications. Professor Deirdre
Bowen organized the event and recruited alumni to
supervise the students.

I

I. Furry friends visited Sullivan Hall to help law
students shed some stress before spring finals, thanks
to the Seattle U Law Wellness Committee. Pearl, the
Bernese Mountain dog shown here, got lots of attention
and smiles from students.
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A DYNAMIC
NEW DEAN
WITH ABU N D A N T
ENTHUS I A S M A N D A
BO L D S T RA TE G I C V I S I ON,
ANT HO N Y E . V AR ONA
L O O K S TO T AK E S EA T T LE
U L AW TO NE W H EI GHT S
O F AC HI E V E M E NT
BY DAVI D SANDLE R
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During numerous meetings with members
of the Seattle U Law community to begin
his tenure, Dean Anthony E. Varona
frequently takes selfies to commemorate
these occasions and celebrate Seattle U
Law community members on social media.

1

To
fully
understand Tony
Varona and the path he has traveled

to become Seattle University School
of Law’s new dean, it’s helpful to
know several important facts. He
is the first Latinx and first openly
gay man to serve as dean in the law
school’s history. He is an immigrant
who was born in Cuba. English is
not his first language. He is a firstgeneration college graduate. He
has a passion for the law and a love
for teaching.
And he is one of the most naturally outgoing and effusive individuals one will ever encounter, dean or otherwise, with a social
media presence that perfectly complements his ebullient personality. Before his first day on the job, he had already created his own
hashtag: #SeattleULawSoars.
Since he accepted the deanship in mid-February, Varona has
spent every spare moment meeting with hundreds of alumni,
members of the legal community, and other key stakeholders,
all chronicled on his active Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
LinkedIn accounts and often illustrated with his trademark selfies.
His enthusiasm is unbridled.
“I am elated by the opportunity to serve as Seattle U Law’s dean,
because this is an extraordinary law school with well-rounded
and richly diverse students who graduate to be leaders in law, a
superb faculty of first-rate scholars and teachers, and a talented,
student-centered staff,” he said.
The feeling among the Seattle U Law community is mutual,
with excitement building as more and more people meet with
Varona, learn about his future vision for the law school, and experience his infectious spirit firsthand.
“From his first day on the job, Dean Varona has been moving
at full speed,” Seattle University President Eduardo Peñalver
said. “His boundless energy has been inspiring to see and bodes
extremely well for the future of Seattle University School of Law.”
18
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IMMIGRANT ROOTS
Born in Cuba, he and his family fled the island nation’s oppressive government when he was just 3 years old. They landed in
a working-class neighborhood of Newark, New Jersey, where
immigrants from around the world had come to create a better
life. To support their growing family, his parents opened a bodega,
a small grocery store catering to the immigrant communities of
Northern New Jersey. Varona would often work on weekends,
holidays, and vacations at the store, which became a community
center of sorts for newly arrived immigrants.
Varona’s experience growing up in this environment fueled his
interest in law. As is common in immigrant families, he became
one of a few family members fluent in English. Relatives, often
ones who had just arrived from Cuba, would seek his help to
translate at government offices and various service providers.
“I would often assume a larger role than just translator. I would
also become their advocate, because I witnessed firsthand how
difficult it was for new Americans to acclimate into our society, be
treated fairly and with respect, and access much needed services,”
Varona said.
After graduating from law school, Varona chose to become a
practicing attorney specializing in communications and media
law. After practicing at the Federal Communications Commission,
he later served as an associate for two prestigious Washington,
D.C., law firms, where he began to provide pro bono legal counsel for the Human Rights Campaign (HRC), the nation’s largest
LGBTQ civil rights organization. In the process, he connected
with his original motivation for entering law, to become an advocate. He was eventually hired to become the organization’s inaugural general counsel and legal director, where he was responsible
for creating the in-house legal team from scratch.

3

2

6

5

1: With Isabel Freitas Peres and Imran Malik of the law school’s Bar Studies Program during a visit to Yakima to cheer on graduates taking the
July bar exam. 2: With Jerry Calhoun and Andrea Wenet, philanthropists who founded the Calhoun Family Fellowships for Seattle U Law students.
3: With Rita Irvin ’91, founding partner/CEO of family law firm McKinley Irvin, during a meeting in Tacoma. 4: With alumni (from left) Jenni Browning
’88, Peter Kram ’76, Professor Emeritus John Weaver, Sally Leighton ’79, and Justice Johnson Charles Johnson ’76 at a breakfast in Tacoma. 5: With
Cynthia B. Dillard (right), dean of the Seattle U College of Education, and Bettina L. Love, a professor at Columbia University Teachers College. 6: With
attendees of the spring LLSA Alumni Awards, including (starting clockwise from back center) Celia Balderas ’23, Anthony Rychkov ’23, Giselle Garcia
Laursen ’22, Briana Nolasco ’22, Sarah Mendez ’23, and Jailine Vasquez-Leon ’24, along with Tony Vo, assistant director of admission and student life.

“Tony very much helped to form the soul of the Human Rights
Campaign during his time there,” said Elizabeth Birch, formerly
president of HRC and head of worldwide litigation for Apple
Computer, and currently vice president of CBRE Group, Inc., a
real estate and investment firm. “His drive, passion, and intelligence helped shape our legal philosophy and approach from day
one. He was as much a lion for justice as a gentle leader. It is a decision that was among the most important in the life of the Human
Rights Campaign and the movement for LGBTQ+ equality.”
ENTERING THE ACADEMY
As much as he enjoyed his position with HRC, Varona learned
something important about himself while moonlighting as an
adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law Center. “I found
the teaching of law electrifying. I still find it thrilling to be able to
impart knowledge and encourage students, many of whom question whether they belong, to grow as law students and burgeoning
lawyers,” he said. “I still get goosebumps when I see a student find
their voice and gain their confidence in my classroom.”
This compelled him to enter academia full time, first at Pace
University in New York and then at American University Washington College of Law, where he earned tenure and a promotion
to full professor, and racked up teaching and scholarship awards,
published articles in prestigious law journals, and served on various national boards.

American University is also where he began his law school
administrative career, first as the faculty director of the SJD
(Doctor of Juridical Science) degree program, followed by
appointments as associate dean for faculty and academic affairs
and then as vice dean. After 14 years at American, he was enthusiastically recruited to become dean of the University of Miami
School of Law, where he made history by becoming the school’s
first Latinx and openly gay dean.
“There is so much I love about deaning, including the joy of
showcasing and celebrating the achievements of our faculty,
students, alumni, and staff. It is a great privilege to consult with
the community, articulate bold goals, and work together to
achieve them,” he said. “Deaning is a lay ministry for me. It is a
privilege to be a servant leader, to help our community thrive, and
to be present and a source of comfort and strength for community
members at difficult moments.”
It didn’t take long for Varona to earn the respect and appreciation of the Miami Law community. He achieved remarkable
success during his brief tenure as dean, much of it taking place
remotely during the pandemic. Varona’s was a record-breaking
deanship in spite of COVID-19’s disruptions. He led the team that
recruited the two strongest classes in the school’s recorded history,
achieved the highest representation of women law students and
the lowest acceptance rate (30%) ever, and increased African
American enrollment by nearly 22%. He boosted the bar success
rate by 10% year-over-year, raised both U.S. News & World Report
reputation ratings, and improved the rankings of 9 of 12 specialties,
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including a new Top 25 ranking for clinical teaching and a Top 30
ranking for international law. He and his team brought in over $8
million, and launched a number of new programs in international,
environmental, human rights, transactional skills, and other areas,
and initiated a new SJD program. However, his inclusive and
accessible leadership style, together with his penchant for bringing people together to accomplish shared goals, made the greatest
impression.
“I have worked with some good deans since I arrived at Miami
in 1990. In every respect, Dean Varona was by far the best. His
achievements in less than two years were extraordinary,” said
Martha R. Mahoney, professor of law at Miami Law. “He brought
intelligence and warmth together with tireless dedication to the
well-being of all the aspects and constituencies of the institution.”
Another Miami Law professor, Scott E. Sundby, said “Dean
Varona is the complete package of personality, energy, and
vision – a superb dean. He navigated the pandemic’s unprecedented challenges as well as any law school dean in the country,
with his development team brought in over $8 million in less
than two years despite the pandemic, and the students loved and
respected him.”
David Jessup Jr., one of Varona’s Miami Law students who
graduated in 2022, said, “Dean Varona’s leadership style is one
that centers the voices of others. He is a dynamic, courageous,
and principled leader, who listens to understand, isn’t afraid to
confront challenges and make tough decisions, possesses the ability to inspire a community to act, and is grace under fire.”
Despite the strong support from faculty, staff, students, and
alumni, and a positive performance review, the university’s president ended Varona’s deanship after 23 months, and later named
him dean emeritus. “I was told that University leadership wanted
someone with a different vision for the deanship. It was heartbreaking, but I look back on my time at Miami Law with tremendous appreciation, affection, and admiration to that extraordinary
community of scholars and students.”
ARRIVING IN SEATTLE
Sooner than he anticipated, Varona found himself receiving
many nominations to deanships across the nation. This led him to
apply for Seattle U Law’s deanship, which became available when
Annette E. Clark ’89 announced she would step down after a nineyear tenure. During the interview process, he made a convincing
case for why he was the best candidate.
“In our outreach to our community, the search committee
consistently heard that our school was ready for a leader with the
vision, energy, and ambition to take us to the next level,” said Fredric C. Tausend Professor of Law Brooke Coleman, who co-chaired
the search committee. “We found all of that and more in Dean
Tony Varona. His enthusiasm around being our best selves—as
individuals and as an institution—is contagious.”
Varona weighed several decanal opportunities from other
nationally prominent law schools, but he specifically chose Seattle
U Law due to the institution’s inherent strengths and opportunities,
which convinced him this was the right move.
20
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“Seattle is the international city of big and bold ideas, the city
of the future, and we are Seattle’s law school,” he said. “This law
school is an ideal place to study, teach, write about, and change the
law for the better. We are a progressive Jesuit Catholic law school
with a longstanding commitment to social justice and making the
world better, fairer, and more equitable. Our faculty includes some
of the most prominent and influential legal scholars in the world,
some of whom have helped to found entire scholarly movements.
Our alumni are leaders of the legal profession, pioneers in business, and distinguished jurists. The Seattle U Law offer was irresistible to me. This was the most attractive open deanship in the
nation.”
Varona believes that thoughtful strategy, hard work, and a
collaborative approach will propel Seattle U Law into “new
heights of achievement and prominence” as it embarks on its
second half-century in existence.
EMBODYING DIVERSITY
As a law student whose ethnicity, nationality, sexuality, socioeconomic background, and upbringing differed markedly from
many of his classmates, Varona found law school initially to be
less than welcoming. “Diversity then, even at the most inclusive
law schools, wasn’t valued the way it is now. It was not easy to be
so different,” he said.
It’s that type of lived experience that has instilled within
Varona the extraordinary ability to empathize with and be
sensitive to the needs of law students. It also informs his overall
approach to leading the law school.
“As a member of multiple non-dominant groups, Dean Varona
possesses firsthand understanding and the tremendous individual
grit required to overcome a variety of obstacles,” said Margaret
Chon, Donald and Lynda Horowitz Professor for the Pursuit of
Justice. “Removing them for others requires leadership that is
collaborative, intentional, persistent, and visionary, all abundant
qualities of Dean Varona’s leadership approach.”
Elizabeth Schwartz, a Miami Law alumna and prominent
family law attorney based in Miami, echoed this sentiment
when recalling his tenure leading that law school. “Not only are
his academic and leadership skills top notch, but so many of us
from the LGBTQ+, immigrant, progressive and first-generation
communities saw ourselves reflected, and fully supported, by our
law school’s dean for the first time,” she said.
A FUTURE VISION
Since accepting the deanship, Varona has embarked on an
extensive listening and learning tour to better understand the law
school and its community, as well as strengths to build upon and
areas that need attention.
Although his vision for Seattle U Law is still coalescing, he
has shared several elements. A top priority is to elevate the law
school’s national stature. “Seattle U Law is so much better in so
many ways than our ranking and other external indicia suggest,”

ANTHONY E.
VARONA, JD, LLM
NICKNAME – Tony
BIRTHPLACE – Camagüey, Cuba, and raised in Newark,
New Jersey

Varona said. “We deserve to be regarded among the top law
schools in the country, because we already are a top law school.
Getting our external metrics to match the reality of the extraordinary strengths of our community will help us in all areas, from
prospective student outreach to new curricular programs to
faculty recruitment to fundraising.”
To that end, he is working to cultivate a more prominent external reputation. That’s where his active social media presence has
a clear strategic purpose – promoting the great work of the law
school’s constituent communities in ways that will pay dividends
in the near future.
One of his first acts was to lure Richard Delgado and Jean
Stefancic – the husband-wife team who are renowned legal
scholars and professors – back to the law school, which was
their previous academic home from 2008 to 2013. Delgado was
recently credited with being among the top 10 most cited scholars
on Google Scholar in law, bringing the law school into the reputational company of Harvard, Yale, Georgetown, Stanford, and other
prestigious schools.
Another priority is to cultivate a global reach. To accomplish
this, he tapped Associate Professor Sital Kalantry to fill a newly
created position, associate dean of graduate law and international
programs. She will oversee international student recruitment
and will build partnerships with foreign law schools, including in
countries such as India, to drive enrollment in the school’s LLM
programs.
To expand and elevate the thought leadership and scholarship
of the law school, he created a new role of vice dean for intellectual life, filled by Professor Deborah Ahrens.
Many more ideas are in the pipeline, making Varona bullish on
the future of the school and its students. “There has rarely been a
better time to be a lawyer, and the nation has never been in greater
need of Seattle U Law-educated lawyers,” he said.
Always cognizant of his roots, Varona understands and appreciates the path he has traveled and the incredible opportunity in
front of him.
“Teaching law is the best job in the world, especially at a law
school like ours. We have the privilege of preparing bright future
lawyers interested in improving the world. My ability to engage
in this work as an immigrant, whose family came to the United
States in search of freedom and a better life, is the culmination
of my family’s American Dream story,” he said. “Being Seattle U
Law’s dean is my dream job, and the biggest honor of my life.”

AGE – 55
FAMILY – Husband, John Gill, plus two cats and two dogs
PREVIOUS POSITIONS/APPOINTMENTS
• Dean and M. Minette Massey Professor of Law,
University of Miami School of Law
• Vice Dean, Associate Dean for Faculty and Academic Affairs,
and Professor of Law, American University Washington
College of Law
• Associate Professor of Law, Pace University School of Law
• Wasserstein Public Interest Fellow, Harvard Law School
• Adjunct Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law
Center
• General Counsel and Legal Director, Human Rights
Campaign and HRC Foundation
• Associate, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
• Associate, Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo PC
• Honors Program Attorney, Federal Communications
Commission
EDUCATION
• LLM, Georgetown University Law Center
• JD, Boston College Law School
• AB, Boston College
AREAS OF EXPERTISE
• Administrative Law
• Media and Communications Law
• Sexuality, Gender, and the Law
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the legal academy
and profession
RECENT HONORS
• Named to Lawyers of Color 2020 Power List,
which recognizes the most influential minority
attorneys in the nation
• Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition by
Congressmember Jamie Raskin (D-MD) “in recognition
of . . . exemplary and passionate service to the students,
faculty, and staff of American University’s Washington
College of Law…”
• Nixon Peabody SPARK Award, “in recognition of…
contributions to the advancement of LGBTQ rights
since the 1993 March on Washington”
• American University Faculty Award for Outstanding
Teaching in a Full-Time Appointment
• 2018 Egon Guttman Casebook Award, American
University Washington College of Law (shared)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• Co-chair, Washington State Bar Licensure Task Force
• Member, AALS Membership Review Committee
• ABA/AALS Reaccreditation Site Inspector and Reporter
• Past Member, ABA Legal Education Consortium on Police
Practices Deans’ Advisory Committee
• Past national board service: Human Rights Campaign,
GLAAD, Stonewall National Museum & Archives, Alliance
for Justice
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REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT
The U.S. Supreme Court’s recent decision puts
America’s leadership in this key area at risk
BY SI TAL KALANT RY

In a decision that sent shockwaves across the country, the United States Supreme Court in June overturned Roe v. Wade, a nearly 50-year-old precedent that
had enshrined the right to abortion in the U.S. Constitution. More than half of American states are likely to
prohibit abortion as a result, some even in cases of rape,
incest, or to save the pregnant person’s life.
Although many observers have noted the plethora of
domestic implications of the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization decision, few have thought about
how it will impact America’s global position. Previously
seen as a leader in women’s rights, the United States is
now out of step with the rest of the world. Many people
of reproductive age in the U.S. will join the 5 percent
of women in the world who have no access to abortion
for any reason.
Although conservative judges in the past have
objected to the use of foreign cases and laws to guide
American court decisions, the Supreme Court’s conservative justices that formed the majority in Dobbs have
liberally referred to foreign law sources in cases involving abortion. But those have been used without appropriate contextual examination and nuance.
In my article, “Do Reason-based Bans Prevent
Eugenics?” published in Cornell Law Review online,
I argued that Justice Clarence Thomas inaccurately
referred to foreign countries (such as Denmark) in his
concurrence in Box v. Indiana, where he argued that
state prohibitions on abortions for specific reasons
should be found constitutional because they prevent
eugenics. His use of comparative sources presented
a superficial understanding of foreign contexts. An
in-depth look at his examples suggests that the same
results would not occur in the United States. Genetic
testing for fetal disabilities is universally offered
in Denmark, whereas only two-thirds of American
women obtain such testing. As a result, we would not
observe the same consequences here.
In Dobbs, the high court also uses foreign law, but
again fails to offer proper context. It referenced the
laws of Canada, China, Netherlands, North Korea,
Singapore, and Vietnam to argue that those were the

only countries in the world that allow abortion on
request up until 20 weeks. In an amicus brief filed by
comparative and international law scholars (including
myself ), we pointed out that using comparative law
requires more than just counting numbers, but also
understanding the context of the laws. A surface-level
examination of foreign sources has long been rejected
by modern comparative law scholars.
If the court were truly interested in engaging with
foreign law, it would have also examined how other
governments that might appear to have more restrictive
abortion laws actually support reproductive choice in
other ways, such as through access to health care, abortion services, and contraception. Had it conducted an
in-depth review of global abortion laws, it would have
also found many exceptions to time limits for abortion.
Justice Samuel Alito’s goal in referring to foreign
law sources was to suggest that America’s liberal abortion policy was out of sync with other nations. As the
dissent in Dobbs points out, the reality is that the U.S.
has now become an outlier in the world.
According to the Center for Reproductive Rights,
the United States is one of only four countries that has
adopted restrictive abortion laws in the last 25 years,
along with Poland, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The
trend is for countries to grant more rights to women
and pregnant people, not fewer. Indeed, 50 countries
have liberalized their abortion laws in the last quarter
century, including Argentina, Thailand, Mexico, South
Korea, Colombia, and New Zealand since 2020 alone.
International human rights bodies and norms also
recognize that women should have the right to determine when they will have children.
The United States was one of the first countries in
the world to liberalize abortion laws in 1973. Since that
time, other countries have looked to the U.S. as inspiration for liberalizing reproductive rights. The Indian
Supreme Court, for example, cited Roe v. Wade in
developing its privacy jurisprudence. With the Dobbs
decision, America is quickly losing its place as a global
leader for women’s human rights while emboldening
anti-abortion forces around the world.

Sital Kalantry is
associate dean for
international and
graduate programs
and associate
professor of law.
She is an expert
in comparative
law, business
and human
rights, feminist
legal theory, and
contract law.

Fall 2022 LAWYER MAGAZINE

23

ALUMNI PROFILE

HOME-GROWN ADVOCATE
Son’s struggles inspire Mary Griffin ’17 to build a
career as a special education lawyer
BY C L AUDI NE BENMAR

Instruction (OSPI) that Seattle Public
First, Mary Griffin ’17 took on the
Schools had violated the Individuals with
school district as a mom. Then she took it
on as a lawyer.
Disabilities Education Act with its signifiGriffin secured a significant win for
cant delay of promised in-person services,
more than 300 special education students
including nursing care. OSPI ordered extra
when she filed two community complaints
tutoring for students and improved its
against Seattle Public Schools last year for
review of nursing plans to ensure 1:1 care.
the district’s failure to meet their educaAndrea Kadlec ’17, an attorney with
tional and physical needs during the
Disability Rights Washington, said the
COVID-19 pandemic.
pandemic provided an important catalyst
After 10 years of advocating for her
for education advocates, who met reguautistic son, the fight came naturally for
larly to talk about how to help special
her. It’s why she went to law school at the
needs students. “Mary was instrumental
age of 53, an abrupt change from her first
in getting more funding for civil legal aid
career as a nurse practitioner specializing
from the state for education, and we’re now
in geriatric care.
creating a statewide alliance to continue
“I decided that the best way to keep
that work even beyond the pandemic,” she
advocating for our son was to become a
said.
lawyer,” she said. “There were so many
In addition to being law school classopportunities for improvements in the
mates, Kadlec and Griffin were longtime
treatment of students with disabilities.”
friends from the advocacy movement;
When the pandemic hit in the spring of
Kadlec’s daughter has Down’s syndrome.
2020, Griffin was just three years out of law “We spent a lot of time plotting and prodschool, a newly minted lawyer. But she was
ding, as we liked to call it, trying to figure
well-connected in the education commuout how to change the system,” Kadlec said.
nity, having served as president of the
Griffin hopes the OSPI decision is just
Seattle Special Education PTSA and as a
one victory of many more to come. This
member of several other advocacy groups.
As it became clear that the 2020-21
school year would remain online only,
Griffin grew increasingly concerned about
students whose special needs – both
physical and mental – required in-person
education.
“It was devastating for these families,
especially those who relied on school
nurses,” she said. “They felt like they had
to choose between keeping their child
alive and things like sleep, or their jobs, or
their other children.”
Gathering stories and documentation
from multiple families, Griffin convinced
the Office of the Superintendent of Public
24
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work became her life’s mission when she
and her husband took in, and later adopted,
a 9-year-old foster son. He was emaciated,
barely 45 pounds, and had behavioral problems relating to past neglect and abuse.
Griffin discovered that at school, he was
restrained in a prone position on the floor
while a teacher laid on top of him.
“It was inhumane. I don’t know why
anyone would think that was appropriate
for a small child, but it was entirely legal,”
she said. “Over time, I got involved in advocacy groups because it was apparent that so
many other families had the same problems
I did, but even more so.”
Since graduation, Griffin has focused
exclusively on education issues for students
with disabilities and recently joined Northwest Justice Project as a special education staff attorney. Her advocacy bucket
list includes better integration of special
education students into general classrooms,
elimination of use of isolation, and shifting
the burden of proof from families to the
school district when there is a question of
whether students’ needs are met.

Mary Griffin ’17

Persis Yu ’09
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THE LOAN WOLF
Persis Yu ’09 becomes a leading
voice for student borrowers
BY C LAUD INE B E NMA R

As one of the nation’s top advocates
for student debt relief, Persis Yu ’09 takes
a surprisingly hopeful lesson from the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The breadth of what feels possible has
just exploded,” she said. “Thinking big can
bring meaningful change.”
The pause on repayment of federal
student loans, implemented in response to
the widespread loss of income during the
pandemic, lasted more than two years and
brought welcome relief to nearly 40 million
borrowers. It also elevated the discussion
about how to ease the weight of that debt –
a staggering $1.7 trillion – permanently.
“In some ways, the goal is to work myself
out of this job,” Yu said, laughing at the
irony. “And right now, that doesn’t seem so
far-fetched. There is a real momentum and
awareness developing.”
Last fall, Yu became policy director and
managing counsel at the Washington, D.C.based Student Borrower Protection Center
after 10 years with the National Consumer
Law Center. She has testified before U.S.
Congress, tirelessly lobbied White House
and Department of Education officials, and
written hundreds of essays about the need
for debt relief through consumer protection laws, income-driven repayment plans,
and prevention of unethical practices by
loan servicers.

With her law degree, she has also
provided direct representation to hundreds
of borrowers on the brink of financial ruin
when they default on loans or fall behind
on their repayment schedules.
Yu traces her interest in consumer
issues to her undergraduate studies with
renowned antiracism scholar Beverly
Daniel Tatum at Mount Holyoke College
in Massachusetts. That led her to Seattle, where she earned a master’s degree in
Social Work at the University of Washington. While there, she began to investigate
how race and class – as reflected in immigration status, chronic illness, housing
instability, lack of health insurance, and
so many other issues – change a person’s
credit score, to devastating effect.
“It felt very central to the problem of
how institutional racism gets played out
in everyday life,” she said. “And then that
injustice is perpetuated in future financial
decisions by your credit history.”
Yu came to Seattle University School
of Law as one of two Scholars for Justice
in 2006, the first year of the signature fullride scholarship. Diana Singleton ’11, then
director of the Access to Justice Institute,
worked closely with the scholars.
“Having practiced consumer law at the
Northwest Justice Project just prior to
joining the law school staff, I was thrilled

to meet with a student who was inspired to
advocate for the consumer rights of people
experiencing poverty,” Singleton said. “It’s
been inspiring to see Persis bring her fierceness and deep commitment to social justice
to her consumer advocacy work.”
One of Yu’s early victories was advocating for clearer language on a Department of
Education form that allowed people with
disabilities to cancel their loans. Thanks to
a double negative in the sentence, doctors
often filled out the form incorrectly. “There
was a lot of lobbying that went into, frankly,
just flipping a sentence,” she said. “But it
had a tangible impact on people’s lives.”
These days, her passion is tax credits. When borrowers default on loans, the
federal government can rescind their
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). For
many families, that tax credit provides
essential relief, not just extra money in an
annual tax refund.
Yu could see her advocacy having an
impact on the national discourse when
even conservative think tanks agreed with
protecting the EITC.
“I would like to live in a world where
student debt does not exist, where we can
figure out a different way to finance higher
education,” she said. “But until then, there
are goals along the way we can achieve to
make things better.”
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1983

1996

Winston Throgmorton and his

Judge Jennifer Forbes was
elected president of the
Superior Court Judges
Association for 2022-23.

client were featured on an Arts
and Entertainment television

▲

SIRI NELSON ’78,

who retired in 2017, was
inducted into the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
Seattle District’s Gallery
of Distinguished Civilian
Employees. The award
noted that Nelson wielded
unsurpassed expertise in
a variety of fields of law,
including her work in the
numerous environmental
regimes applicable to
the Seattle District’s
civil works, military, and
hazardous substance
remediation missions.

series called “Accused: Guilty
or Innocent?” Throgmorton
successfully challenged
his client’s indictment for
attempted murder in 2019 and
the charge was reduced to
reckless conduct in 2021. The
episode was titled “Stabbed My
Neighbor or Protected Myself?”
and aired in June.

1986

1993

2001

Steve Waltar has brought

Rachel Drake is the new vice
president of human resources
in Washington for Comcast.
She will lead the HR team
and operations in this role,
including business partnerships,
environmental health and safety,
employee engagement, and
internal communications.

and is now composing worship
music. Two of his songs are
available on YouTube, under

positive change to the lives of
more than 3,000 clients and
their families during his 25
years of practicing law.

1994
Hon. Dan Slayton has served
as Coconino County (Arizona)
Superior Court judge, Division
II, since October 1999. He was
appointed presiding judge by
the chief justice of the Arizona
Supreme Court in July 2019, a
position he still holds.
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1999

the account name Michael EF.

2002 to enter ministry work

ROY UMLAUF ’85,

Sarah Lee, who previously
worked at the Seattle City
Attorney’s Office in the
employment section as assistant
city attorney, now serves as
director of human resources for
the Seattle Fire Department.

Laura Anglin served for more
than 20 years as a law clerk, had
brief stints with other branches
of state government, and taught
Washington State Constitutional
Law as an adjunct professor
at Seattle U Law. She now
serves as senior law clerk at the
Washington State Supreme Court.

Michael E. Ferrell retired from
the practice of law in August

was named the King
County Bar Association’s
Outstanding Lawyer for
2022.
▼

1997

2002
Bahareh Samanian opened
Bahareh Legal, LLC in
November of 2021 to provide
high-level executive legal
recruiting services to employers
and lawyers in the Pacific

Northwest, Bay Area, Los
Angeles, New York City, and
Washington, D.C. Samanian
focuses on helping diverse
lawyers advance their legal
careers.
Kristine Wilson was appointed
chair of Perkins Coie’s real
estate and land use practice.
Wilson guides developers in a
range of projects, from largescale, mixed-use, high-density
urban retail centers to energy
projects in remote rural areas
and coastline zones. Ranked by
Chambers USA and repeatedly
named on Best Lawyers lists,
she brings 20 years of practice
experience and industry group
leadership to this role.

2003
Ari Magedoff joined Westfield
Specialty as senior vice
president overseeing the
management liability claims
team, based out of its Berkeley
Heights, New Jersey, office. He
previously spent 12 years at
AXIS Capital.

2006
Kathleen
Casper
graduated
with honors
from Eastern
Washington
University’s Master of
Education – Educational
Leadership, Principal Certificate
program. She continues to
practice law and became the
Rochester High School student
engagement specialist in
Rochester, Washington.
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▲

JULIE KLINE ’04,
joined Seattle-based law
firm Schroeter Goldmark
& Bender’s team of
experienced trial attorneys.
Kline is a former senior
deputy prosecuting
attorney for the King
County Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office as well as
former senior advisor and
interim general counsel
to Seattle Mayor Jenny
Durkan. Kline’s practice at
SGB will focus on violent
crimes, sexual assault and
harassment, serious injury
and wrongful death, elder
and vulnerable adult abuse,
and medical malpractice.

2007

2008

Twyla
Carter
started a
new job
as the
attorneyin-chief and chief executive
officer of Legal Aid Society
NYC, the largest and oldest
public defender and legal aid
office in the country.

Melissa Wininger-Howard was
appointed Palmer (Alaska)
District Attorney in April
2022 after serving as deputy
district attorney since June
2020.

Kathryn Naegeli Boling
is excited to serve Seattle
University School of Law as
acting associate director of
the Legal Writing Program
this year. She and her
classmates got so much from
their time in that program,
and it’s an honor to be a part
of keeping it going.

Nathan Roberts was named
to the 40 Under 40 list by the
South Sound Business Journal.

2009
Riddhi Mukhopadhyay received
the 2022 Sharon L. Corbitt
Award from the American Bar
Association Commission on
Domestic & Sexual Violence.
Mukhopadhyay, executive
director of the Sexual Violence
Law Center in Seattle, was
recognized for outstanding work
on behalf of victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault.

JENNA WOLFE ’11 AND
NICHOLAS WOLFE ’10,
joined the Microsoft
Corporate, External, and
Legal Affairs Industry and
Solutions team, where they
get to work together, just
like in law school. Jenna
focuses on global privacy
matters and Nicholas
provides legal support
for the partner business.
▼

Vanessa Firnhaber Oslund
secured a $30 million verdict
on behalf of her client, whose
husband was exposed to
asbestos in the workplace and
died of mesothelioma prior
to trial. Oslund and her law
partner were up against nine
defense attorneys during the
three-week trial in Multnomah
Circuit Court. For the past 14
years, Vanessa has passionately
represented asbestos victims in
Oregon and Washington at her
firm, Bergman Draper Oslund
Udo.
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2012
Kamron Graham is the Oregon
State Bar president and now
deputy director of the Commons
Law Center, a nonprofit legal
service provider in Portland,
Oregon.

▲

JAMAL WHITEHEAD ’07
was nominated by
President Joe Biden to
serve on the bench for U.S.
District Court, Western
District of Washington.
He is a shareholder at
Schroeter Goldmark &
Bender in Seattle, where
he has worked since 2016.
Previously, he served as
an assistant U.S. Attorney
for the Western District of
Washington and as a senior
trial attorney in the Seattle
Field Office of the United
States Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.

Evan Williams
joined Mayer
Brown LLP in
Washington,
D.C., as a
counsel in the
government contracts practice
group. With an emphasis on
aerospace, technology, and
defense sectors, he represents
clients in a large variety of
complex government
contracting matters. Before
joining Mayer Brown, Williams
was a bid protest hearing officer
with the U.S. Government
Accountability Office (GAO).
Evan continues his military
career as a major in the Army
reserves, recently serving as an
adjunct professor at the Judge
Advocate General’s Legal Center
and School in Charlottesville,
Virginia.

Nicholas “Cole” Douglas was
named to the 40 Under 40 list
by the South Sound Business
Journal.

2011

2016

Michelle Pham, a partner with
Helsell Fetterman, was elected
to serve as secretary of the Board
of Trustees of the King County
Bar Association.
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Win Martin was promoted to
partner at Perkins Coie LLP,
where he has spent his legal
career in IP practice. Martin’s
practice continues to focus
on trademark, copyright, and
e-commerce issues, with a
particular focus on enforcement
work online and brand
clearance. Martin also serves on
Perkins Coie’s hiring committee
and is a member of the Board of
Trustees of Seattle Children’s
Theater.

2014
Kelli
Rodriguez
Currie was
named the
director of
International
and Graduate Studies at Seattle
U Law and will help strategically
build the law school’s
international and graduate
programs and expand
connections globally.

2015

Ruby
Aliment
joined
Stritmatter
Kessler

Koehler Moore, a personal
injury law firm in Seattle,
where her practice focuses on
premises liability, medical
malpractice, product defects,
and wrongful death.
Tom Glassman’s 2015 law review
article, “Ice Skating up Hill:
Constitutional Challenges
to SEC Administrative
Proceedings,” was cited by the
majority in the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit in Jarkesy v. SEC.
Loni L.
Hinton
joined
Seyfarth
Shaw LLP
as a
construction and design
attorney in the firm’s San
Francisco office. Hinton focuses
her practice on counseling
public and private owners and
developers in legal matters
involving risk mitigation and
insurance, contract drafting and
negotiation, construction liens
and payment bond claims,
design disputes, construction
defects, and delay and impact
claims.

2019
Timera C. Drake formed Drake
Law Offices, PLLC, a criminal
defense firm. As of January
2022, the firm welcomes clients
charged with misdemeanor
crimes in municipal and district
courts throughout King and
Pierce counties.
Rebecca L. Schade joined the
law firm of Cogan & Power, PC
in Chicago, Illinois, where she
will continue to Schade will
continue to represent plaintiffs
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In Memoriam
in personal injury and medical
malpractice matters in Chicago.
Bethany Nolan recently joined
Williams Kastner as a labor and
employment attorney.

2021
Yejin Kim
joined Ogden
Murphy
Wallace as an
associate in
the firm’s
business group. Her practice
focuses on mergers and
acquisitions and corporate
formations and governance.
Marguerite
(Dennis)
Miller joined
Levenfeld
Pearlstein in
Chicago as an
associate in the firm’s corporate
group. She advises clients on a
variety of corporate matters,
including mergers and
acquisitions, contract
negotiation and drafting, and
privacy issues.

DORIS WALKINS ’06
became a commissioner
with Pierce County
Superior Court, filling
the 10th commissioner
position approved by the
Pierce County Council in
the 2022-2023 biennial
budget. Walkins started
her solo practice law
firm in November of
2006, dedicating her
practice to family law,
dependency/termination
defense, adoptions,
estate planning, and
misdemeanor criminal
defense. She is a member
of the United States
District Court, Western
District of Washington
Federal Bar (2009), and
Puyallup Tribal Court Bar
(2008).
▼

Ann Llewellyn Matthews ’77 passed away in June
at her home in Hood River, Oregon. She served
for 32 years as the head of the NW Pulp and Paper
Association, bringing scientists and lawyers together to
deal with environmental issues. She purchased a condo
in Hood River and became a skilled windsurfer on
the huge waves of the Columbia River. In retirement,
she moved to Florence, Italy, where she attended art
school, taught art, and opened a gallery. She moved
back to Oregon one year ago. She is survived by her son,
Jarrett.

Judge James Heller ’74, passed away in May 2022.
Judge Heller graduated from the University of
Northern Iowa in 1968 and served in the U.S. Air Force
from 1969-1973. Following a distinguished career as
an attorney, he was appointed to the Pierce County
District Court bench in 1985. He retired after serving
as a judge for 32 years. He is survived by his wife,
Kathy, and their children Brent, Brian, Kristine, and
Erik, in addition to nine grandchildren.
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Find us on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter @seattleulaw
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THE PUBLIC INTEREST
LAW FOUNDATION PRESENTS

YEARS of
TRANSFORMATION

INTRODUCING SEATTLE U LAW’S NEW,
PART-TIME FLEXIBLE JD PROGRAM

ANNUAL DINNER AND AUCTION
KEYNOTE BY ANGELA RYE ’05

MARCH 4, 2023 | 5:30PM
GRAND HYATT, SEATTLE

THE BEST OF
BOTH WORLDS
➔ Combines schedule-friendly online classes

with concentrated campus-based sessions

➔ Innovative format makes legal education accessible

for those with work and family commitments

➔ What’s unchanged is our exceptional faculty,

rigorous curriculum, and commitment to justice

Learn more: law.seattle.edu/flex-jd

T H E AWA R D - W I N N I N G

I N C U B AT O R P R O G R A M

is seeking entrepreneurial Seattle U Law alumni interested in starting their own firms.
Since 2013, the Incubator Program has provided training, guidance, and resources to help Seattle U Law alumni
launch and maintain a solo or small firm practice (any area of law) designed to serve moderate-income clients by
offering reduced-fee, high-quality legal services.
We will be accepting applications for our 10th year beginning October 17, 2022.
Our program includes:
» Intensive practice-specific mentorship
» Monthly trainings, seminars or workshops on the basics of starting a practice, ethical considerations, marketing,
depositions, and much more
» Monthly meetings with Executive Director, Stan Perkins, to discuss topics relating to running a successful
law practice
» One-year free subscription to Clio
» One-year free membership to PLI for unlimited CLEs
» Free use of downtown Seattle office for mail service, client meetings, etc.
» Networking opportunities
» Access to a roster of over 60 dynamic Incubator alumni for their support, friendship, client referrals, etc.
If you have questions, please contact Stan Perkins at 206-467-0701 or ATJI at 206-398-4173 or atji@seattleu.edu.
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O U R H I STO RY
As Seattle University School of Law celebrates its 50th anniversary, we want to hear from
you, our cherished alumni. Please send us your memories and photos from your law school
days, and we will share them on our website and on social media throughout the year, so our
community can see the law school’s impact through the lens of your experiences.
Send to: lawmarcom@seattleu.edu.

